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of our communications from Yewun to Hlaingdet and Meiktila, thus connect-
ing the Pyinmana-Myingyan line of posts with that from Mandalay through
Kyaukse southwards and covering our frontier in that direction from attacks
of Shan raiders.

I am carrying out a new disposition of troops which will provide small
flying columns, distinct from the garrisons of the stations, at certain strategi-
cal points throughout the country, ready to move and act in any direction
at a moment's notice. As the weather becomes cooler and the country dries
up, these flying columns will be kept constantly on the move.

As the police levies (most of which are at present undrilled) become
fit to take up their duties, it is proposed to gradually place them in some of
the posts now occupied by troop's, which will be withdrawn and concentrated
in convenient places in support and reserve. The increase of our establishment
of mounted infantry, when completed, will enable the officers commanding
posts at which they are stationed to patrol the country much more effec-
tually than with men on foot.

The police were formed on the same lines as the Assam frontier
police and were, as has been already stated, to, as far as possible,
relieve the troops from the many police duties they were called on
to perform. It was necessary that all operations should be con-
ducted in support of the civil power rather than as purely mili-
tary operations and, in consequence, nearly all duties which the
troops were called on to perform were in reality police duties.

It was, however, evident that till the garrison of Burma could,
with safety, be greatly reduced and its present duties taken over
by an efficient police, the power of the civil government must lie
in the troops at its disposal; that considerable and increased
exertions must be made before the entire executive could with safety
be handed over to a few thousand police, and that these exertions
must take the form of military operations against, and the complete
suppression of, every band of dacoits in the country, and the
improvement of all the communications,

PREPARATIONS TOR THE WINTER CAMPAIGN, 1886-87.

With a view to reducing the country to the required state
of subjection as quickly as possible, the following preparations
were made for a winter campaign. It was to commence as soon
after the 1st October as the various parts of the country which